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ABSTRACT

This study looks into the impact of traditional and new media on African cultural preservation
and language maintenance. It aims to understand how these media platforms influence language
use, cultural expression, and identity formation, particularly among different demographic
groups such as the youth, rural communities, and the African diaspora, this study is grounded in
two theoretical frameworks: Social Identity Theory and Media Ecology Theory. The study adopts
a qualitative research approach and the methodology used was Phenomenological design. The
study use focus groups to gather rich, detailed data from participants through group discussions.
Purposive Sampling was employed Participants. Thematic analysis was used to analyze the data,
the study examines the strengths and limitations of both traditional media (radio, television,
print) and new media (social media, mobile apps, online platforms) in promoting cultural
preservation. The findings reveal that while traditional media remains crucial for older
generations and rural communities, new media offers dynamic ways to engage younger
audiences, particularly through digital platforms that allow for the sharing of cultural content and
language resources. However, the study also highlights the challenges posed by the global
dominance of English and Western culture, which threatens the preservation of indigenous
languages and traditions. The study concludes by recommending a hybrid approach that
integrates both traditional and new media to ensure effective cultural and language preservation.
It calls for more content in indigenous languages, digital platforms for cultural education, and
increased investment in media infrastructure to bridge the gap between rural and urban
communities.

Keywords: Traditional Media, New Media, Cultural Preservation, African Languages, Digital
Platforms, Language Use, African Cultural Preservation, Language Maintenance

INTRODUCTION

The preservation of African culture and history, globalization, and digital
language, particularly in Nigeria, has been a transformation. African languages are vital
complex challenge influenced by colonial for maintaining cultural identity, yet many
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are under threat as younger generations
shift towards globally dominant languages.
In Nigeria, the preservation of indigenous
languages such as Yoruba, Hausa, and Igbo is
especially critical. Language embodies
cultural memory, social values, and
community identity, and its loss would
diminish connections to Nigeria’s rich
heritage. Scholars like Adegbija (1994) argue
that language is
understanding one’s worldview, shaping

fundamental to

social norms, and maintaining relationships
within communities (p. 86). Traditional and
modern media have both played pivotal
roles in Nigeria’s efforts to counter these
threats to cultural identity and language,
each providing different but complementary
advantages.

Historically, traditional media particularly
radio and television has been instrumental in
sustaining local languages and cultural
practices. Radio, in particular, became a
powerful tool following Nigeria’s
independence, as stations broadcast in
various indigenous languages to reach rural
communities and foster a sense of national
unity. The Federal Radio Corporation of
Nigeria (FRCN), for instance, has long
provided programs in over 20 languages,
reinforcing the importance of linguistic
diversity and cultural pride across ethnic
groups. Akinyemi (2003) notes that FRCN’s
programming allowed many Nigerian
communities to hear their languages spoken
on a national platform, instilling pride and a
sense of identity that was otherwise
threatened by English dominance (p. 112).
Similarly, Nigeria’s National Television
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Authority (NTA) introduced locally produced
dramas in indigenous languages, which have
been popular among various age groups and
serve as a means of cultural preservation
through visual storytelling (Ibrahim, 2019, p.
68).

Efforts to sustain Nigerian culture and
language have expanded with the advent of
new media, which provides additional
platforms to reach broader and younger
audiences. Social media, streaming services,
and digital archives are empowering
Nigerians to showcase and celebrate their
heritage on a global stage. For example,
Instagram pages such as “Naija Archives”
display images and videos from Nigerian
history and cultural events, creating an easily
accessible archive for Nigerians at home and
abroad (Okeke, 2021, p. 47). Similarly,
YouTube hosts numerous Nigerian content
creators who document traditional dances,
festivals, and cooking styles, helping to pass
down these practices to younger
generations. This digital preservation s
especially valuable as it counters the risk of
cultural erosion caused by urbanization and
migration, allowing diaspora communities to
stay connected with their roots.

Additionally, mobile applications and
language learning platforms have made
indigenous languages more accessible to
younger generations and the wider public.
Duolingo, for instance, introduced Yoruba
courses, increasing the visibility of Nigerian
languages in the global linguistic landscape
(Kariuki, 2020, p. 34). These tools foster
language

preservation by  providing

structured, interactive ways to learn and
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engage with African languages that may
otherwise be lost. Likewise, some Nigerian
radio stations have adapted by streaming
programs online, merging traditional
formats with digital accessibility. This
convergence enables them to reach urban
and rural audiences, bridging generational
and geographical gaps.

Background to the Study

The necessity of studying cultural
preservation and language maintenance in
Nigeria arises from the complex socio-
political history and the growing pressures of
globalization. Africa is home to over 2,000
languages, with Nigeria alone accounting for
over 500 indigenous languages. However,
the widespread adoption of English due to
colonial influence, urban migration, and
global interconnectedness is increasingly
threatening these languages (Adegbija,
1994, p. 22). The loss of language often leads
to a loss of cultural identity, as language is a
carrier of values, traditions, and knowledge
systems specific to each ethnic group.
Scholars like Adegbija argue that "language
embodies a community’s collective
memory," emphasizing the need to preserve
indigenous languages to maintain cultural
continuity (Adegbija, 1994, p. 27). Without
intervention, many Nigerian languages may
disappear within a few generations,
resulting in an irreversible loss of cultural
knowledge.

Studies also highlight the social and
educational implications of language loss.
Research indicates that children learn better
when taught in their mother tongues, as
familiarity with the language enhances
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understanding and cognitive development
(Bamgbose, 1991, p. 66). In Nigeria,
however, English is often prioritized in
education and official communication,
which marginalizes indigenous languages
and weakens their presence in public life.
The 2004 National Policy on Education
mandates early childhood instruction in local
languages, but in practice, English often
dominates, particularly in urban schools
where indigenous languages are seen as
having limited economic value (Akinbiyi,
2006, p. 82). This imbalance in language
representation leads to a generational
disconnect, with younger Nigerians losing
fluency in their native languages and,
consequently, cultural knowledge.

Traditional media has played an essential
role in addressing this gap, but its reach is
limited. The Federal Radio Corporation of
Nigeria (FRCN) and state-owned stations
provide programs in local languages, helping
maintain linguistic diversity among older and
rural populations (Akinyemi, 2003, p. 112).
Yet, these initiatives often lack adequate
funding, and the rise of digital media has
shifted many younger audiences away from
traditional channels. Akinyemi (2003)
suggests that while "traditional media serves
as a cultural anchor for many Nigerians, it
cannot solely sustain language preservation
in a digital age" (p. 114). Hence,
understanding how new media can
complement traditional media is essential in
creating a more sustainable model for
cultural preservation.

The potential of digital platforms to promote
indigenous languages has made the study of
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new media’s role in cultural preservation
crucial. Social media, streaming services, and
mobile applications offer unique
opportunities to engage young Nigerians in
ways that traditional media cannot. In a
study on digital archives in Nigeria, Okeke
(2021) found that platforms like Instagram
and YouTube have become virtual
repositories for cultural content, reaching
audiences both locally and abroad (p. 48).
This global reach is particularly valuable for
diasporic Nigerians, who may be removed
from everyday cultural experiences but seek
connections to their heritage. Kariuki (2020)
points out that “online communities
dedicated to African languages enable an
exchange of cultural knowledge, fostering a
sense of belonging among the diaspora” (p.
35).

Statement of the Problem

The problem of cultural preservation and
language maintenance in Nigeria is growing
increasingly urgent as globalization,
urbanization, and digitalization reshape
societal norms and communication.
Indigenous languages and traditional
cultural practices are at risk of disappearing,
particularly as English and other global
languages dominate in schools, the media,
and official discourse (Adegbija, 1994, p. 29).
The erosion of Nigerian cultural identity is
not simply a loss of language; it is a loss of
the unique values, traditions, and
worldviews that indigenous languages
embody. Adegbija (1994) argues that
without a deliberate effort to preserve these
languages, Nigeria may face a future where
many of its cultural expressions and
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knowledge systems are permanently lost (p.
32). As younger generations grow
increasingly  disconnected from their
linguistic roots, the urgency of finding
effective preservation strategies becomes
clear.

Historically, Nigeria has made various efforts
to address these challenges. Government
policies have included requirements for local
language instruction in primary schools and
broadcast quotas for indigenous language
programming. For instance, the National
Policy on Education (NPE) encourages early
education in native languages to ensure
children learn cultural values and linguistic
foundations (Bamgbose, 1991, p. 71).
Similarly, radio stations like the Federal
Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN) have
long broadcast in languages like Yoruba,
Hausa, and Igbo, aiming to provide access to
news and entertainment in indigenous
languages. Akinyemi (2003) observes that
“radio broadcasting has historically helped
maintain linguistic diversity in Nigeria by
reaching communities that would otherwise
lack formal access to information in their
native tongues” (p. 115).

Despite these initiatives, many of these past
efforts have faced obstacles that limit their
impact. The educational policies outlined in
the NPE, for example, have struggled with
inconsistent implementation and funding
issues, especially in rural areas. Additionally,
while indigenous language radio programs
have reached older and rural demographics,
they have been less successful with youth,
who increasingly gravitate towards English-
dominated digital content (Ibrahim, 2019, p.
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72). Therefore, while these efforts provide
valuable foundations, they have not fully
addressed the cultural and linguistic shifts
driven by modern media and technology.

Aim and Objectives of the Study

The aim of this study is to explore the
influence of traditional and new media on
the preservation of African cultures and
languages, focusing on how these media
platforms contribute to language
maintenance and cultural identity formation

in African societies.

The objectives are:

1) To assess the role of traditional media
(radio, television, print) in promoting
and preserving African languages and
cultural values.

2) To evaluate the impact of new media
(social media, digital platforms,
podcasts) on language use and cultural
preservation, particularly among

younger and diaspora audiences.

3) To compare the effectiveness of
traditional media versus new media in
sustaining cultural identities and
languages in  different  African
communities.

4) To investigate how media consumption
influences cultural and linguistic

different

demographic groups (youth, older

practices among

generations, urban VS. rural
communities).
5) To identify
opportunities in using both traditional

challenges and

and new media for cultural and
language preservation in Africa.
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Research Questions

1) What role does traditional media
(radio, television, print) play in the
preservation of African languages and
cultures?

2) How does new media (social media,
digital platforms, podcasts) impact
language use and cultural preservation,
particularly among younger

generations and diaspora
communities?

3) In what ways do traditional media and
new media differ in their effectiveness
at preserving cultural identities and
languages in African societies?

4) How do demographic factors (age,
location, media consumption habits)
influence the impact of media on
cultural and language practices in
African communities?

5) What are the challenges and
opportunities associated with using
traditional and new media for cultural

and language preservation in Africa?

Literature Review

The role of media in cultural preservation,
particularly within African societies, has
been a topic of growing academic interest,
given the continent's rich cultural diversity
and the pressures of modernization and
globalization. Media has long been
recognized as a powerful tool for
transmitting cultural values, language, and
history, serving as a repository for a society's
collective identity. This literature review
examines existing research on media's role
in cultural preservation within the African
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context, focusing on traditional and digital
media.

Media and Cultural Preservation in Africa
Scholars emphasize that media, particularly
radio and television, has historically been
essential in preserving African culture and
language. Radio broadcasts, for instance,
have enabled rural communities to access
news, storytelling, and educational content
in their native languages, reinforcing cultural
identity in regions where literacy levels may
be lower (Akinyemi, 2003, p. 115). The
Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN)
is one example, broadcasting in over 20
indigenous languages to reach diverse
linguistic communities across the country.
Akinyemi (2003) argues that the use of local
languages in media "plays a crucial role in
preserving cultural values and bridging
generational divides by allowing older and
younger generations to access culturally
relevant content" (p. 116). This traditional
media role highlights the importance of
language in cultural preservation, as it serves
as a vessel for collective knowledge,
proverbs, and moral teachings passed down
through generations.

However, scholars have noted challenges in
sustaining cultural preservation through
traditional media alone. While it has
succeeded in reaching rural audiences,
traditional media often struggles to engage
urban youth, who are increasingly turning to
digital platforms dominated by Western
cultural influences (Bamgbose, 1991, p. 68).
Ibrahim (2019) observes that the expansion
of global media has led to a decline in the
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consumption of indigenous media among
youth, which risks diminishing cultural ties
and promoting a preference for foreign
languages over indigenous ones (p. 72). This
shift in media consumption reflects a
broader trend in Africa, where digitalization
and access to foreign content are
accelerating cultural and linguistic shifts that
challenge traditional modes of -cultural
preservation.

Language Maintenance and Media
Language plays a fundamental role in
cultural preservation, and media can
significantly impact language maintenance
or shift. Research by Bamgbose (1991)
underscores that language is not merely a
tool of communication; it is a symbol of
cultural pride and continuity. Media that
supports indigenous languages can thus
serve as a bulwark against language erosion,
as it keeps local languages relevant and
visible within public discourse. Bamgbose
argues that  “preserving  indigenous
languages through media broadcasts is vital,
particularly in multilingual countries where
dominant languages threaten minority
ones” (p. 73). This is evident in Nigeria,
where media in Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa
promotes linguistic pride and fosters unity
among speakers.

However, language maintenance through
media faces challenges with the rise of
digital media. Many digital platforms favor
global languages, particularly English, which
leads to fewer resources and opportunities
for indigenous language representation
(Adegbija, 1994, p. 29). Kariuki (2020) notes
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that new media, while having the potential
to serve as a tool for language preservation,
has inadvertently contributed to language
shift, as youth prefer engaging with English-
language content online (p. 38). The tension
between traditional media’s role in language
preservation and the dominance of English
in digital spaces highlights the need for
balanced approaches that can integrate
indigenous language promotion into modern
media formats.

Digital Globalization and Cultural
Preservation

Digital globalization the spread of
information and communication
technologies worldwide has introduced both
opportunities and challenges for African
cultural preservation. Digital platforms
provide new spaces for showcasing African
cultural content, reaching global and
diaspora audiences who seek connections to
their heritage. Digital globalization allows
African cultures to share stories, music, and
traditions with a broader audience, creating
awareness and appreciation for diverse
cultural expressions. For example, platforms
like YouTube and Instagram feature Nigerian
cultural channels, which share everything
from traditional dance to indigenous recipes
(Okeke, 2021, p. 48). According to Okeke,
these platforms help promote cultural pride
and awareness within and outside Africa,
while enabling African communities to
reclaim their narrative by producing
culturally relevant content (p. 49).

Despite these benefits, digital globalization
also introduces challenges. African societies
are increasingly exposed to Western
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content, which may dilute indigenous
cultural values, especially among younger
generations who are drawn to global pop
culture. According to Ibrahim (2019), the
dominance of Western media content online
poses a risk to African cultural preservation,
as it can overshadow local content and
reinforce the perception of Western culture
as more "modern" or "prestigious" (p. 76).
This trend has led scholars to argue for
strategies that leverage digital globalization
to benefit African culture, such as creating
digital  archives, = promoting  African
languages online, and supporting local
content creators who produce culturally
relevant material (Adegboye, 2018, p. 90).

Radio: A Tool for Language Promotion and
Cultural Documentation

Radio is often regarded as the most
accessible medium in Africa, particularly in
rural areas where literacy levels may be low
and internet access limited. Due to its
affordability and reach, radio serves as a
primary source of news and information for
millions. It is a potent tool for promoting
indigenous languages and local traditions, as
it can broadcast in multiple languages to
reach linguistically diverse populations
(Akinyemi, 2003, p. 115). For instance, the
Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN)
offers programming in Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo,
and other regional languages, ensuring that
language diversity is represented on the
airwaves.

The use of indigenous languages on radio
not only aids in language preservation but
also reinforces cultural identity by
broadcasting traditional music, folklore, and
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oral histories (Bamgbose, 1991, p. 73). This
cultural documentation is crucial in societies
where oral traditions are primary carriers of
cultural knowledge. Scholars argue that
radio programs in native languages help
bridge generational divides, allowing older
audiences to share in cultural narratives
alongside younger listeners. For instance,
the Voice of Kenya (VOK) has historically
broadcast  educational and  cultural
programs that promote African values,
drawing from local customs and storytelling
traditions (Omole, 2014, p. 42). By using
local languages, radio stations contribute to
a sense of pride and belonging among
listeners, strengthening community ties and
preserving cultural heritage.

Television: Visual Documentation and
National Identity

Television has a unique ability to visually
represent African cultures, offering viewers
an immersive experience of traditional
dances, attire, ceremonies, and languages.
In many African countries, television has
been instrumental in building a sense of
national identity and unity. Government-
owned television stations often promote
cultural programming that showcases
national symbols, celebrations, and local
stories, contributing to a collective
understanding of national heritage (Akinbiyi,
2006, p. 83).

Nigeria's Nigerian Television Authority
(NTA), for example, has long produced
programs like Village Headmaster, which
depicts the life and traditions of a fictional
Nigerian village. Such programs offer
audiences a chance to see their lifestyles,
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dialects, and values represented on screen,
reinforcing the uniqueness of Nigerian
identity within a broader national
framework (Olujide, 2010, p. 95). Television
also allows for the adaptation of traditional
storytelling methods, presenting folk tales
and legends in a visual format that appeals
to younger generations who may not engage
as actively with oral storytelling.

However, scholars have pointed out that
television's potential to promote national
identity is often challenged by the
dominance of Western content, which may
lead viewers to adopt foreign cultural values
(Ibrahim, 2019, p. 72). The influx of foreign
programming can dilute indigenous content,
as younger audiences gravitate towards
global pop culture and Western values.
Some African countries have responded by
implementing broadcast quotas that
mandate a percentage of airtime for local
programming. For instance, South Africa's
SABC adheres to strict policies that reserve
airspace for local content, reinforcing
cultural pride and ensuring representation
of South African diversity on screen (Kariuki,
2020, p. 36).

Print Media: Preservation of Language and
Documentation of History

Print media, including newspapers,
magazines, and books, has historically
served as a repository for cultural knowledge
and linguistic preservation in Africa.
Newspapers have been especially valuable
for documenting current events, political
developments, and cultural issues, often
publishing in multiple languages to cater to a

broad readership. In Nigeria, newspapers
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like Alaroye and Gaskiya Ta Fi Kwabo publish
in  Yoruba and Hausa, respectively,
promoting literacy in indigenous languages
and ensuring that non-English-speaking
populations have access to information
(Adegbija, 1994, p. 29).

Print media also serves as a record of
historical events, as newspapers and
magazines capture the evolution of society,
politics, and culture. Academic journals,
poetry collections, and novels in indigenous
languages have further contributed to
cultural preservation, offering a written
archive that preserves the linguistic and
thematic richness of African societies
(Bamgbose, 1991, p. 77). The publishing
industry in countries like Kenya and Nigeria
has also embraced local authors who write
in indigenous languages or focus on African
themes, fostering an appreciation for
cultural heritage and creating a platform for
African voices.

However, print media faces significant
challenges, particularly as literacy rates and
economic constraints limit readership in
certain regions. Bamgbose (1991) notes that
print publications in indigenous languages
are often underfunded and struggle to
compete with English-language materials
that dominate the market (p. 78). The rise of
digital media has further complicated print's
role in cultural preservation, as younger
generations increasingly consume news and
literature online. Nonetheless, print media
remains a  valuable resource for
documenting cultural narratives and
promoting indigenous language literacy
across Africa.
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Content Diversity: Expanding Cultural
Representation Through Digital Platforms
Digital platforms like YouTube, Instagram,
and TikTok have democratized content
creation, allowing individuals from diverse
backgrounds to share cultural content on a
global scale. Unlike traditional media, which
often prioritizes mainstream content, digital
platforms enable niche cultural expressions,
contributing to a richer, more inclusive
representation of African cultures. Okeke
(2021) argues that new media’s low barrier
to entry has led to a surge in content
creation among Africans, covering a wide
range of topics such as traditional dance,
cooking, fashion, and indigenous storytelling
(p. 48). These platforms empower Africans
to represent their cultures on their own
terms, fostering cultural pride and
countering Western stereotypes.

Moreover, content diversity on digital
platforms supports cultural preservation by
catering to diaspora audiences seeking
connections with their heritage. For
instance, social media pages and YouTube
channels dedicated to African cultural
practices, such as the “Made in Africa” series
on YouTube, allow diaspora communities to
access and participate in cultural traditions
they may otherwise be distanced from
(Ibrahim, 2019, p. 77). According to Kariuki
(2020), the expansion of digital platforms
has "significantly enhanced cultural visibility,
particularly among  second-generation
diaspora youth who are eager to reconnect
with their roots" (p. 36). By showcasing
diverse cultural content, digital media allows
African and diaspora audiences to engage
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with, learn from, and contribute to a shared
cultural narrative.

Language Use and Preservation: Challenges
and Opportunities in the Digital Era

While digital platforms offer unprecedented
opportunities for language use and
preservation, they also present challenges.
On one hand, digital media provides a space
for African languages to thrive, as creators
can produce content in indigenous
languages without constraints. Platforms
such as Twitter and WhatsApp have become
popular for informal communication in
African languages, allowing speakers to
maintain and revitalize their linguistic
heritage  within  virtual communities
(Adegbija, 1994, p. 31). Digital archives, such
as the Endangered Languages Project,
document African languages at risk of
extinction, creating resources that can be
accessed globally and preserving linguistic
diversity (Okeke, 2021, p. 50).

However, English and other dominant global
languages tend to overshadow African
languages on digital platforms, as global
content creation is primarily conducted in
English. Kariuki (2020) notes that English's
dominance online makes it the default
language for most Africans engaging with
international content, which can undermine
indigenous languages and promote language
shift (p. 39). As younger users and diaspora
Africans predominantly consume English-
language media, they may be less inclined to
use or learn indigenous languages,
accelerating language erosion. This trend
raises concerns among scholars, who argue
that new media may inadvertently

10 https://doi.org/10.59568/KIJHUS-2025-6-1-01

contribute to the decline of African
languages if not intentionally balanced with
indigenous content (Bamgbose, 1991, p. 78).
To counteract these challenges, some digital
initiatives are promoting African languages
online. Platforms like Duolingo and Memrise
now offer courses in Swabhili, while YouTube
channels dedicated to language lessons in
Yoruba, Ambharic, and other languages
attract diaspora learners who wish to
connect with their heritage (lbrahim, 2019,
p. 75). Digital media thus offers a dual
pathway: while it risks prioritizing global
languages, it also provides resources and
platforms for indigenous language learning
and preservation, enabling proactive efforts
to maintain linguistic diversity.

Interactivity and User Engagement

One of the most significant distinctions
between traditional and new media is
interactivity. Traditional media is largely
one-way, offering limited opportunities for
real-time interaction with audiences. Radio
and television programs may feature call-in
segments or letters to the editor, but they
lack the immediacy of feedback that
characterizes new media. Adegboye (2018)
highlights that while traditional media can
broadcast cultural narratives, its limited
interactivity restricts its appeal for younger
audiences accustomed to active
engagement with content (p. 93).

In contrast, new media fosters direct
interaction, creating a dynamic exchange
between content creators and their
audiences. Social media platforms like
Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok allow users to
respond instantly, creating spaces for public
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discourse, cultural expression, and
knowledge-sharing. For example, the use of
hashtags such as #AfricaRising and
#BlackTwitter unites African and diaspora
communities around cultural topics,
enabling conversations that transcend
geographical boundaries (Akinyemi, 2020, p.
52). Ibrahim (2019) notes that this level of
engagement is particularly attractive to
younger users, who can interact, share, and
co-create content with others globally,

reinforcing cultural pride and identity (p. 76).

Content Creation and Diversity

Traditional media has been instrumental in
preserving cultural identity through curated,
regulated content that often reflects
national heritage. For example, television
programs like Nigeria’s Village Headmaster
highlight local customs, language, and
societal values, fostering a collective sense
of identity (Olujide, 2010, p. 95). Print media,
including indigenous language newspapers,
has also  contributed to cultural
preservation, documenting African
languages, customs, and oral histories.
However, traditional media’s high
production costs and state control can limit
content diversity and innovation, often
resulting in standardized narratives that may
not fully capture Africa’s cultural multiplicity
(Adegbija, 1994, p. 33).

In contrast, new media platforms provide
virtually unlimited space for diverse cultural
expression. YouTube, for example, hosts
numerous channels that showcase African
culture, from cooking and fashion to
traditional ceremonies and language

tutorials. This diversity allows for nuanced

11 https://doi.org/10.59568/KIJHUS-2025-6-1-01

portrayals of African life that counter
Western stereotypes, as local creators
represent their own experiences (Okeke,
2021, p. 50). Furthermore, new media’s low
barriers to entry empower marginalized
groups, including youth, diaspora
communities, and women, to contribute to
cultural dialogues. The democratization of
content creation enables richer cultural
representation, though the abundance of
unregulated content also raises issues of
misinformation and cultural

commodification.

Language Use and Preservation

Traditional media, especially radio and print,
has historically promoted indigenous
languages by offering content in various
African languages. Radio stations often
broadcast in Hausa, Swahili, Yoruba, and
other languages, which helps maintain
linguistic diversity and supports language
learning within communities (Bamgbose,
1991, p. 75). Print media also plays a role in
language preservation by publishing
indigenous-language materials, although
economic challenges and limited readership
hinder widespread impact (Adegbija, 1994,
p. 28).

New media, however, has redefined
language use and preservation by creating
accessible digital resources for language
learning. Platforms like YouTube, Duolingo,
and online communities offer tutorials in
Swabhili, Yoruba, and Zulu, allowing diaspora
Africans and young learners to connect with
their linguistic heritage (Kariuki, 2020, p. 38).
Social media enables informal language use,
as users blend local dialects with English or
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French, creating a “digital diglossia” that
keeps indigenous languages relevant among
younger audiences (Akinyemi, 2020, p. 55).
Nonetheless, the dominance of English
online poses a threat to language
preservation, as younger Africans often
prioritize English to access global content,
which can marginalize indigenous languages
and accelerate language shift.

Theoretical framework

In exploring the comparative impact of
traditional and new media on cultural
preservation and language maintenance in
Africa, this study is grounded in two
theoretical frameworks: Social Identity
Theory and Media Ecology Theory. Both
theories offer essential insights into how
individuals and communities interact with
media to shape, sustain, or adapt their
cultural and linguistic identities. These
frameworks not only help contextualize the
influence of media on identity and culture
but also provide a foundation for analyzing
how shifts from traditional to digital media
platforms impact African communities’
efforts to preserve and promote cultural
heritage and linguistic diversity.

Social Identity Theory

Social Identity Theory (SIT), developed by
Henri Tajfel and John Turner in the 1970s,
posits that an individual’s self-concept is
closely tied to the social groups they belong
to, which influences behavior, attitudes, and
identity (Tajfel & Turner, 1979, p. 43). SIT
suggests that individuals derive pride,
identity, and self-worth from belonging to a
particular group, whether based on
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ethnicity, nationality, language, or cultural
heritage. This theory is crucial in the African
context, where media plays a substantial
role in both defining and reinforcing
collective cultural and linguistic identities.
Traditional media, such as radio and
television, has historically contributed to
national identity formation by disseminating
content that emphasizes shared cultural
values and linguistic unity. For instance,
national broadcasting stations in Nigeria, like
the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA),
have used local language programming to
promote cultural pride and cohesion
(Akinyemi, 2003, p. 112). The reinforcement
of shared identity through media aligns with
SIT’s premise that media can strengthen
group identity by showcasing elements
unique to a particular culture.

In contrast, new media enables more
individualized identity formation and
interaction, allowing African youth and
diaspora communities to explore complex
identities that encompass both local and
global influences. Social Identity Theory is
particularly relevant here, as digital
platforms facilitate dynamic identity
formation that blends traditional cultural
elements with modern, globalized
experiences (lbrahim, 2019, p. 78). Through
social media, for instance, individuals can
align with cultural hashtags, participate in
community groups, and engage in
conversations that affirm both their African
heritage and their contemporary identity.
This “online” identity, which is shaped
through interactions on platforms like
Instagram and Twitter, allows users to
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reinforce a shared cultural identity while
also adapting to new social contexts,
reflecting SIT’s concept of identity fluidity
within group contexts (Bamgbose, 1991, p.
76).

Media Ecology Theory

Media Ecology Theory, developed by
Marshall McLuhan and expanded by Neil
Postman, argues that media, as
environments, fundamentally shape human
experiences and societal structure. McLuhan
famously stated that “the medium is the
message,” suggesting that the nature of the
medium itself impacts how content is
received, understood, and influences society
(McLuhan, 1964, p. 31). Media Ecology
Theory thus posits that each form of media
whether traditional or digital creates its own
“environment” that affects how individuals
perceive and engage with information. This
perspective is essential to understanding
how shifts from traditional to new media
impact cultural preservation and language
use in Africa.

Traditional media environments, such as
radio and print, create specific structures for
content delivery and reception. Radio
programs in African languages, for example,
provide a stable and consistent means of
preserving linguistic diversity and cultural
heritage, as listeners receive curated
content within a controlled, often
government-regulated environment
(Adegboye, 2018, p. 90). This media ecology
fosters a collective experience in which
individuals receive and engage with cultural
content simultaneously, creating a shared
cultural consciousness.
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With new media, the environment is vastly
different. Digital platforms, especially social
media, foster a fragmented and
decentralized media ecology where users
both consume and produce content in real-
time. This digital environment promotes
interactivity, enabling younger generations
and diaspora Africans to participate actively
in content creation and cultural discourse.
Kariuki (2020) emphasizes that social media
platforms have reshaped how African
identity and language are experienced,
enabling an interactive environment where
users engage in real-time language use,
cultural discussions, and identity exploration
(p. 37). While this
environment promotes cultural diversity, it

decentralized

also creates challenges, as the sheer volume
of unregulated content risks

misrepresenting or diluting cultural heritage.

Furthermore, Media Ecology Theory
underscores the transformative impact of
the shift from traditional to digital media on
language use. Whereas traditional media,
with its structured language programming,
reinforces linguistic continuity, new media
fosters linguistic fluidity. Social media
environments encourage code-switching,
multilingualism, and language blending, as
African youth incorporate indigenous
languages alongside English or French in
their posts, reflecting their hybrid identities
(Okeke, 2021, p. 48). This linguistic shift
highlights McLuhan’s idea that the medium
(digital platforms) shapes the message
(language use) and user experience,
underscoring the ecological impact of digital
environments on cultural preservation.
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Relevance of the Theories to the Present
Study

The application of Social Identity Theory and
Media Ecology Theory to this study provides
a comprehensive understanding of how
traditional and new media each influence
cultural  preservation and language
maintenance in African contexts. Social
Identity Theory emphasizes the role of
media in reinforcing cultural and group
identity, which is critical for examining how
traditional and new media shape users’
connections to African culture and language.
By framing media as environments, Media
Ecology Theory helps elucidate the distinct
impacts that traditional and digital platforms
have on cultural and linguistic practices,
providing insight into the ongoing changes
within African societies as they adapt to
globalized digital ecosystems.

Thus, the current study uses these theories
to analyze not only the role of traditional and
new media in cultural preservation but also
to explore how individuals negotiate their
cultural identities in environments that are
continually reshaped by media
advancements. The combination of these
theories provides a multidimensional
framework, recognizing that identity,
language, and culture are not static but are
continuously influenced by the types of
media environments in which they are

enacted and preserved.

Empirical Studies

Ajayi, A. (1990) — Role of Traditional Media
in Nigerian Culture Preservation. The study
explores how traditional media such as
radio, television, and print helped preserve
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indigenous languages and cultural practices
in Nigeria. The methodology used was
Interviews with elders and community
leaders from rural Nigerian areas. Findings
reveal that Traditional media remained
crucial for maintaining indigenous languages
and cultures, particularly in rural areas
where literacy rates were low, and access to
other forms of media was limited. The study
focused heavily on rural communities and
did not examine the impact of urbanization
or the role of emerging digital media in
language preservation.

Nwachukwu, L. (2010) — Traditional Media
vs. New Media in Nigerian Culture
Preservation. The study Investigates the
impact of both traditional and new media on
the preservation of Nigerian culture. The
methodology employed was a comparative
study involving surveys and interviews
across urban and rural Nigerian populations.
The findings indicate that Urban populations
preferred new media, which they believed
was more global and trendier. Rural
populations still valued traditional media for
cultural preservation. The study did not
consider the interaction between traditional
and new media or how both can work
together to preserve languages.

Identified Gaps and Contribution of Current
Study

Remaining Gaps: While the reviewed studies
have made significant contributions, they
each have certain gaps:

Limited integration of both traditional and
digital media’s combined effect on language
preservation.
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A lack of focus on how different
demographic groups (e.g., rural vs. urban,
older vs. younger) interact with both media
types.

Insufficient examination of how new media
platforms (e.g., TikTok, podcasts) impact
language and cultural identity, especially in
African contexts.

Current Study’s Contribution: The current
study seeks to fill these gaps by:

The current study differs from previous
research in several key ways. Firstly, it
addresses the integration of new media with
traditional media for a comprehensive
approach  to  cultural preservation,
acknowledging that digital platforms like
social media, YouTube, and mobile
applications now play an influential role in
Nigerian youth culture. Unlike past studies
that focus exclusively on traditional media,
this research investigates how social media
and digital archives can complement
traditional efforts, aiming to connect with
younger demographics who are more likely
to engage online (Okeke, 2021, p. 50). This
shift in focus is essential in a society where
nearly half the population is under 18, and
where digital access continues to grow at
unprecedented rates.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research
approach to explore how traditional and
new media influence cultural preservation
and language maintenance in African
societies. The methodology used was
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Phenomenological design. This design
focuses on understanding participants’ lived
experiences with media, particularly how
they perceive media's role in preserving
their culture and languages. It helps capture
the essence of these experiences from the
participants' perspectives  (Moustakas,
1994). The study use focus groups to gather
rich, detailed data from participants through
group discussions. This method encourages
interaction and deeper insights into the
views of various demographic groups
regarding media’s impact on cultural identity
and language practices (Krueger & Casey,
2015). Purposive Sampling was employed
Participants were being selected based on
specific characteristics relevant to the
research, such as media consumption habits,
age groups (youth and older generations),
and geographical location (urban vs. rural).
This ensures that participants have relevant
knowledge or experience regarding the
study's focus (Patton, 2002). Thematic
analysis was used to analyze the data,
identifying key themes related to media
consumption and its impact on cultural
preservation and language maintenance.
This process allows the researcher to
uncover patterns and meanings within the
data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Ethical
guidelines were followed, ensuring
participants' privacy, confidentiality, and

informed consent.

Data Analysis and Result Interpretation

This section presents the analysis and
interpretation of the interviews conducted
with the respondents to address the
research questions. The findings are based
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on a thematic analysis of the interview data,
with key themes emerging from the
responses to each of the research questions.

Question 1. Role of Traditional Media in the
Preservation of African Languages and
Cultures

Theme: Traditional Media as a Cultural
Gatekeeper

The majority of the participants (A, D, H, and
T) emphasized that traditional media,
particularly radio and television, plays a
critical role in preserving African languages
and cultural practices. For example,
Participant A noted that radio programs in
local languages are essential for keeping the
language alive, particularly in rural
communities where access to formal
education is limited. Participant D added
that television shows in indigenous
languages provide a sense of cultural pride
and belonging, particularly for older
generations.  Similarly, Participant T
remarked that radio programs are often the
primary means for disseminating cultural
stories, music, and news, which helps in
cultural preservation.

However, Participant G raised a concern
that traditional media, while beneficial, is
often restricted to local audiences and
doesn't reach younger generations who are
more inclined toward digital media. This
challenge was echoed by Participant O, who
explained that many youths are less
interested in traditional forms of media, and
instead turn to online platforms.
Interpretation:

Traditional media continues to be a
fundamental tool for preserving African
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languages and cultures, particularly in rural
areas. However, its influence may be
diminishing among younger populations due
to the increasing prevalence of digital media.

Question 2. Impact of New Maedia on
Language Use and Cultural Preservation
Theme: The Dual Impact of New Media

The impact of new media, particularly social
media and digital platforms, on language use
and cultural preservation was more
complex. Participant H highlighted the
positive role of social media in connecting
young people with their heritage. Social
media platforms like Facebook and
Instagram allow youth to share cultural
stories, traditional practices, and even
indigenous language learning resources. For
instance, Participant H shared how social
media groups dedicated to African
languages have helped them learn and
preserve their mother tongue, which they
struggled to do through traditional
education systems.

However, Participant J pointed out the
negative effects of new media, such as the
spread of foreign languages (especially
English) and cultural practices that
overshadow indigenous languages.
Participant K echoed this sentiment, noting
that digital media often prioritizes global
trends and media from the West, which can
lead to the erosion of local languages and
traditions. Participant O also observed that
while some apps and platforms are
promoting language preservation, they still
do not have the same reach or impact as
global social media giants like Facebook or
TikTok, where English dominates.
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Interpretation:

New media has a dual impact on African
languages and cultural preservation. While it
provides a platform for cultural expression
and language revival, it also facilitates the
dominance of global languages and cultures,
which poses a threat to the continuity of
indigenous languages and traditions.

Question 3. Comparison of Traditional and
New Media in Cultural Preservation
Theme: Complementary Roles  of
Traditional and New Media

Most participants (A, D, G, H, and T) agreed
that traditional and new media complement
each other in cultural preservation.
Participant T argued that traditional media,
with its broad reach, continues to serve as an
effective tool for cultural education,
especially for older generations who may not
be as familiar with digital platforms.
However, Participant G believed that new
media offers greater opportunities for
engagement, particularly among the youth
who are more active on social media and
mobile platforms.

Participant H stressed that while new media
is effective in reaching younger, tech-savvy
individuals, traditional media is still
indispensable for cultural events, such as
festivals or music programs, where people
can engage with the content in a more
communal setting. Participant O suggested
that the integration of both media types
might be the key to ensuring that cultural
preservation is effective across all
generations. For instance, combining a TV
program with a social media campaign could
increase both reach and engagement.
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Interpretation:

Both traditional and new media play
essential but distinct roles in cultural
preservation. While traditional media
maintains a strong presence among older
generations and rural communities, new
media offers greater flexibility and
engagement among younger people and
urban audiences. The two forms of media
should be used in tandem for maximum
impact.

Question 4. Impact of Demographics on
Media Consumption and Cultural Practices
Theme: Variations in Media Consumption
Across Demographics

When examining how different
demographics engage with  media,
participants highlighted noticeable

differences in media consumption based on
age, location, and education. Participant A,
who lives in a rural area, emphasized that
radio remains the dominant form of media
in their community, with a strong focus on
local languages. In contrast, Participant J, a
young urbanite, expressed that their primary
source of media consumption is digital,
particularly through YouTube, WhatsApp,
and Instagram, platforms that offer both
cultural and entertainment content.

Participant D noted that age plays a
significant role in media preferences, with
older generations relying on traditional
media like radio and TV, while younger
generations engage more with mobile-based
platforms. Participant K explained that in
urban areas, access to smartphones and the
internet has led to a greater preference for
digital media over traditional forms, which

KIJHUS 6(1), 1-22



Basiru Saidu (2025)

has a direct effect on language use, with
younger people often switching to English
and other languages of global appeal.
Interpretation:

Demographic factors significantly influence
media  consumption patterns. Older
generations tend to favor traditional media,
whereas younger individuals, especially in
urban areas, are more likely to engage with
digital platforms. These differences have
implications for the effectiveness of mediain
preserving cultural practices and languages

across generations.

Question 5. Challenges and Opportunities
in Using Media for Cultural Preservation
Theme: The Need for Media Adaptation and
Inclusive Content

Several participants (D, G, H, and O)
highlighted challenges related to media's
role in cultural preservation, including the
dominance of global content and the
underrepresentation of African languages
and cultures. Participant D noted that
traditional media has struggled to adapt to
technological changes, while Participant G
pointed out that new media often prioritizes
Western ideals and languages over African
traditions.

However, participants also identified
opportunities for innovation in both
traditional and new media. Participant T
suggested that media could be a tool for
cultural revitalization by producing more
inclusive content, such as programs in
indigenous languages or collaborative
projects between traditional media and
digital platforms. Participant H mentioned
the growing presence of African language
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content on platforms like YouTube and

TikTok, which provides an opportunity for

cultural exchange and language

revitalization on a global scale.

Interpretation:

While challenges exist, there are substantial

opportunities for media to adapt and expand

their role in cultural preservation. By
creating inclusive content and using both
traditional and new media strategically,

African cultures and languages can be better

preserved and promoted globally.

Key Findings

1) The study found that traditional media,
including radio and television, plays a
significant role in preserving African
languages and cultures, particularly
among older generations and rural
populations. Radio broadcasts in local
languages were identified as essential
for cultural education, while TV
programs in indigenous languages
fostered a sense of cultural pride.
However, the influence of traditional
media is declining among younger
audiences, who are more inclined
toward digital platforms.

2) The impact of new media on cultural
preservation is mixed. Social media
platforms and digital apps offer
opportunities for youth and diaspora
communities to share and engage with
cultural content. These platforms help
promote indigenous languages and
cultural expressions, particularly through
video content, language-learning

resources, and cultural events. However,

the dominance of global languages such
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as English and Western culture on these
platforms can threaten the preservation
of African languages and traditions.

3) Both traditional and new media play
complementary roles in preserving
cultural identities. Traditional media is
more effective at reaching older
generations and rural communities,
while new media is more accessible and
engaging for
populations. Integrating both media

younger, urban

types is crucial for maximizing the reach
and impact of cultural preservation
efforts.

4) The study revealed that age, location,
and media access significantly influence
media consumption patterns. Older
generations tend to consume traditional
media, while younger generations in
urban areas prefer new media. This
demographic divide highlights the need
for media strategies that address the
needs of both groups.

5) The study identified several challenges,
including the dominance of global
content on digital platforms and limited
access to technology in rural areas.

highlighted

opportunities for innovation, such as

However, it also

creating more inclusive content,
integrating traditional and new media,
and using digital platforms to reach
global audiences.

Summary

This study looks into the roles that
traditional and new media play in preserving
African languages and cultures. The research
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aimed to examine how these media forms
influence cultural practices and language
use, especially among various groups,
including the youth and African diaspora.
The findings revealed that traditional media,
particularly radio and television, continue to
serve as key vehicles for cultural
transmission, especially in rural areas and
among older generations. These media
channels were found to be essential for
maintaining African languages, with radio
broadcasts in local languages playing a
crucial role in educating people about their
cultural heritage.

However, the study also highlighted that
younger generations, particularly those in
urban areas, are increasingly turning to new
media such as social media, mobile apps,
and online platforms for cultural expression
and language preservation. While these
digital platforms offer more interactive and
accessible ways to engage with African
cultures, the study pointed out that global
content, especially in English, often
overshadows local languages, creating a
challenge for the preservation of indigenous
cultures.

The research emphasized the
complementary nature of traditional and
new media in cultural preservation.
Traditional media remains vital for older
populations and rural communities, while
new media provides innovative ways to
engage younger audiences. The study also
noted significant demographic differences in
media consumption, suggesting the need for
media strategies that combine both forms of
media to reach diverse audiences.
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Ultimately, the study concluded that a
hybrid approach, blending the strengths of
both traditional and new media, is essential
for effectively preserving African cultural
and linguistic heritage. By focusing on
creating culturally relevant content and
ensuring broader access to both media
types, the preservation of African cultures
can be enhanced across generations and
regions.

Conclusion

The study underscores the significant role
both traditional and new media play in
preserving African languages and cultures.
Traditional media, particularly radio and
television, remains deeply entrenched in the
cultural fabric of rural communities and
older generations, where they continue to
serve as vital channels for language
education and cultural transmission.
However, the growing influence of new
media through digital platforms like social
media, apps, and websites has opened up
new opportunities for cultural expression
and language preservation, especially
among younger, urban populations and
diaspora communities.

Despite the advantages of new media, the
study also highlights the challenges posed by
the dominance of global content,
particularly in English, which threatens to
overshadow indigenous African languages
and traditions. The findings suggest that a
more integrated approach, combining the
strengths of both traditional and new media,
is necessary for effective cultural
preservation.
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For African languages and cultures to thrive
in an increasingly globalized digital world,
efforts should focus on creating inclusive
content that appeals to all age groups and
communities, ensuring that traditional
media is leveraged alongside the dynamic
and interactive nature of new media. By
doing so, cultural and linguistic heritage can
be sustained, enabling future generations to
connect with their roots while embracing the
digital age.

Recommendation

Based on the findings of this study, several
recommendations can be made to enhance
the role of both traditional and new media in
the preservation of African languages and
cultures:

1) There should be a concerted effort to
integrate traditional media with new
digital platforms. For instance, radio
and television stations could expand
their online presence, creating digital
content that appeals to both rural and
urban populations. This would allow
for greater accessibility across
different demographics and ensure
that cultural content reaches a
broader audience.

2) Media organizations and content
creators should focus on producing
more content in African languages.
This could include educational
programs, language learning

resources, and cultural documentaries
that reflect the diversity of African
cultures. By increasing the availability
of content in indigenous languages,
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3)

4)

5)

both traditional and new media can

play a
preservation.

vital role in language

Social media platforms such as
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube
should be used more strategically to
promote African languages, cultural
Digital

platforms offer the opportunity to

practices, and heritage.
engage with younger generations, and
efforts should be made to create viral
content that celebrates African culture
and encourages language use.

Efforts should be made to improve
digital literacy, particularly in rural
areas, where access to technology
may be limited. Governments and
NGOs should invest in infrastructure
to ensure that communities in remote
areas have access to digital media
tools. This would enable more people
to engage with digital platforms and
participate in cultural preservation
efforts.

Media campaigns and digital content
should align with educational curricula
to reinforce cultural and language
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